
NHS news 
 

New ratings published for mental health and maternity  
NHS England has published new ratings on mental health and maternity, highlighting where areas are performing well, 
but also helping to identify where improvements can be made. They are part of the new CCG improvement and 
assessment framework for 2016/17, which rate six clinical priority areas. The data will help CCGs self-assess more 
effectively and target areas which need improvement and NHS England will be offering a comprehensive support 
package to enable that improvement happens. 
 

New online 

Academy of Medical 
Royal Colleges 

Choosing wisely campaign: helping patients be better informed about services and 
treatments. 

Department of Health Community pharmacy in 2016/17 and beyond: the final package and Pharmaceutical 
Services Negotiating Committee briefing  

Department of Health NHS pay review body evidence for 2017 

General Medical Council The state of medical education and practice in the UK report: 2016  

Health Service Journal STP controversy keeps coming – a series of articles about published STPs, 
engagement and concerns about the plans after the October deadline. 

The King’s Fund Emerging models of primary care  

National Voices Involving patients and citizens: “I statements” for research  

NHS England NHS England launches biggest upgrade to cancer treatment in 15 years 

 

New guidance and publications 
 

Centre for Health Economics – Hospital productivity growth in the NHS 2008/9 to 2013/14 

This report is concerned with the extent to which NHS hospital trusts make better use of resources by increasing the 
number of patients they treat and the services they deliver for the same or fewer inputs. 
 

Department of Health – Accelerated Access Review – final report 

This report sets out recommendations on how patients could get quicker access to new diagnostic tools, treatments, and 
medical technologies. It argues that streamlined processes could advance patient access to drugs and medical 
technologies by up to four years.  
 

Department of Health – The public contracts regulation 2015 and NHS commissioners 
This briefing summarises requirements for NHS commissioners and those supporting them with their procurement of 
healthcare services. 
 

Greater London Authority – Time for care: releasing the pressure on London’s accident and emergency 

departments 
This report was inspired by a recent trial at Queen’s Hospital’s A&E, to help cut waiting times for patients. The policy has 
since been implemented at the hospital on a full time basis. It recommends the Mayor promotes the implementation of 
this trial at hospitals across London.   
 

The King’s Fund – Policy changes to implement the NHS Five Year Forward View: a progress report 
This report looks at what changes and how much progress has been made since the implementation of the Five Year 
Forward View, and highlights what still needs to be done to align policies with the plan. 
 

Local Government Association – Efficiency opportunities through health and social care integration: delivering 

more sustainable health and care  
This report which sets out the evidence for improvement in providing more integrated care and critically, the key factors 
required in the approach to making that change successful locally. 

 

Royal College of Psychiatrists – Improving the physical health of adults with severe mental illness 
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A 2013 Chief Medical Officer report on mental healthcare priorities highlighted, the barriers between physical and mental 
healthcare and how these can detract from healthcare delivery, particularly for patients with severe mental illness. This 
report highlights these differences and sets out recommendations for action, by establishing an expert group to set 
priorities and national standards, improve training standards and promote research. 
 

Blogs and opinion pieces 

Health Foundation Foreground and background (health service quality) – Jennifer Dixon 

Health Foundation NHS finances: running the red queen’s race – Ben Gershlick 

Health Service Journal This precarious moment for STPs precedes a long, arduous slog – Dave West 

The King’s Fund Two years on from the Forward View, is there hope for sustainability and 
transformation in the NHS? – Tom Buckley 

The King’s Fund Marginal gains secured by the new care models offer a glimpse of the future – Chris 
Ham 

Nuffield Trust Making patient flow everybody’s business – Rob Sainsbury 

Nuffield Trust The morale maze – Nigel Edwards 
 

Data and datasets 

 
Health Foundation Chart: NHS staff experience of harassment, bullying or abuse  

Health Service Journal Data confidentiality row intensifies ahead of crucial ruling  

NHS Digital Statistics on smoking for Stoptober  

NHS Digital Report shows prevalence of 21 health conditions across England  

NHS Digital Three hospital indicators published to aid research into seven-day NHS provision 

NHS Digital Latest figures released on councils’ social care spending  

Public Health England British social attitudes survey: attitudes to dementia 

 
To access some of these, you may need a NHS OpenAthens account: how to create an NHS OpenAthens account 
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