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1. Future Members’ events 
 
June 
Tuesday 19 June – Guided Walk on Golders Hill Park 
at 11am 
West Heath Avenue, NW11 7QP 
 
Golders Hill Park’s landscaped grounds contain beautiful plant displays 
including the peaceful Mediterranean and water gardens, a café and a 

mailto:Rosemary@somerstown.org.uk
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bandstand. Other leisure facilities include a small zoo and butterfly 
house. 
Golders Hill Park was opened to the public in 1898 and has been 
managed as a discrete part of the Hampstead Heath site of Metropolitan 
Importance for Nature Conservation by the City of London since 1989.    
 
This walk will be led by members of Heath Hands, a charitable 
volunteering organisation that works to preserve and enhance the 
special character of Hampstead Heath, in partnership with the City of 
London Corporation and English Heritage.   
 
Buses 210 and 268 serve Golders Hill Park.  
 
July 
Tuesday 17 July - This will be the annual informal (buy-your-own) pub 
lunch at The Garden Gate in South End Green, NW3 (full address: 14 
South End Road, NW3 2QE), at 1pm. 
 
(Please note: There will not be a Members’ event in August and the 
newsletter will also be taking a rest that month!) 
 
September 
Tuesday 18 September - This will be a visit to Bletchley Park, the once 
top-secret home of the World War Two Codebreakers; full details in the 
July newsletter, but if you would like to bag your place on the coach now 
call Rosemary on 07980 328 959.  
 
2. BlindAid Community Projects  
 
Since 2014, BlindAid (formerly the Metropolitan Society for the Blind) 
has been running Community Projects offering free classes including IT, 
Cooking and Healthy Eating, Art and Yoga. 
 
Already up and running in Southwark and Tower Hamlets, these classes 
will soon be available in Camden at The St Pancras and Somers Town 
Living Centre, 2 Ossulston Street, NW1 1DF and at Somers Town 
Community Centre, 150 Ossulston Street, NW1 1EE. 
 
Each class will be run for one 2 hour session a week (on a Thursday) 
over a 16 week term and attendees are encouraged to attend two 
classes over a whole day. An especially important part of each day is the 
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social opportunity to meet people and to make new friends, alongside 
learning new skills or refreshing old ones.  
 
However, if you’re not sure about signing up for the full 16 weeks, taster 
sessions are available!! 
 
The programme will be as follows: 
 
10am – 12 noon Art and IT 
1pm – 3pm  Cooking and Yoga  
 
BlindAid are able to assist with making Dial-a-Ride bookings or can meet 
people at a pre-arranged meeting point. 
 
For more information or to book your place please contact Clarissa 
Fergusson, Community Project Leader at BlindAid, on 07735 091 244. 
 
3. Site visits to the Greenwood Centre 
 
Currently under construction in Kentish Town, the Greenwood Centre is 
a large state of the art, multi-purpose building that will provide a range of 
activities for people with disabilities.  
 
The Greenwood Centre will also house Camden’s first Centre for 
Independent Living (CIL) which will be run by a consortium led by 
Camden Disability Action (CDA). 
 
Camden service users and carers are now being invited to visit the 
construction site of the new Greenwood Centre so that future users can 
familiarise themselves with the new building. 
 
The following dates are available: 

 Friday 6 July 

 Monday 16 July 

 Tuesday 7 August 

 Thursday 23 August 
 
All visits take place from 1pm to 2pm. 
 
Advance booking is essential. 
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Contact vanda.carter@camden.gov.uk / 020 7974 2810 to book your 
place.  
 
All visitors will need to wear trousers and safety equipment: hard hats, 
safety glasses and steel capped boots will be provided. Please give 
details of your shoe size when reserving a place. 
 
Greenwood Centre, Greenwood Place, Kentish Town NW5 1LB  
 
4. Healthwatch Camden Community Forum  
 
Healthwatch Camden will be hosting its annual ‘Community Forum’ as 
follows: 
 
Date:  Tuesday 26 June 
Time:  4.30pm – 5.45pm 
Venue:  The St Pancras and Somers Town Living Centre 

2 Ossulston Street, NW1 1DF 
 
RSVP: Email: info@healthwatchcamden.co.uk or phone 020 7383 
2402. 
  
5. Deafblind Awareness Day in Camden  
 
Date:  Wednesday 27 June 
Time: 11am – 2pm 
Venue: The Pirate Castle  
  33 Oval Road, NW1 7EA 
 
Deafblind UK are hosting a Deafblind Awareness Day in Camden so that 
people with sight and hearing loss can find out what organisations they 
can link with locally. 
 
Come along and 

 Speak to experts about any concerns you may have 

 Discover what support is available to you 

 Create a sensory collage with a local artist 
 
Visually Impaired in Camden will be teaming up with the Macular Society 
on the day to provide information about macular degeneration and other 
causes of sight loss.  
 

mailto:vanda.carter@camden.gov.uk
mailto:info@healthwatchcamden.co.uk
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Free to attend, and refreshments provided! 
 
Deafblind UK – Celebrating 90 years 1928 – 2018 
 
6. Camden Council: The Cabinet 2018/19 
The Cabinet is responsible either collectively or individually for many of 
the most important decisions that the council makes. The members of 
the Cabinet for 2018/19 are as follows: 
  
Leader 
Cllr Georgia Gould 
 
Cabinet 
Cabinet Member for  

 Better Homes - Cllr Meric Apak 

 Tackling Health Inequality and Promoting Independence – Cllr Pat 
Callaghan 

 Finance and Transformation – Cllr Richard Olszewski 

 Safer Communities – Cllr Nadia Shah 

 Best Start in Life – Cllr Angela Mason 

 Young People and Cohesion – Cllr Abdul Hai 

 Investing in Communities – Cllr Danny Beales 

 Promoting Culture and Communities – Cllr Jonathan Simpson 

 Improving Camden’s Environment – Cllr Adam Harrison 
 
Cllr Pat Callaghan has also been appointed as the Council’s Deputy 
Leader.  
 
(Note: All 54 Camden councillors can be contacted via the Member 
Support team on 020 7974 2792.) 
 
7. Genetic tests to assess glaucoma risk for children 
 
Children could be screened from birth to assess their lifetime risk of 
developing glaucoma after a break-through in identifying the genetic risk 
factors behind the world’s leading cause of incurable blindness.  
 
An international study involving King’s College and University College 
London identified 133 genetic variants that together predicted the 
chance of developing glaucoma with 75 per cent accuracy. 
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About 480,000 people in England and millions worldwide have the 
disease, which is caused by a build-up of pressure in the eye when fluid 
is unable to drain properly. This can damage the optic nerve, which 
connects the eye to the brain. 
 
Glaucoma, which can be detected by routine eye tests, has virtually no 
symptoms in its early stages. It cannot be cured but its progress can be 
slowed. Risk increases with age and in those with conditions such as 
diabetes. 
 
The study has been hailed as a major advance in treating glaucoma by 
opening up the possibility of a DNA screening programme to identify 
those most at risk. 
 
Lead author, Dr Pirro Hysi, from King’s College said: “Knowing 
someone’s genetic risk profile might allow us to predict what risk of 
glaucoma he or she carries so that in the future we can focus scarce 
healthcare resources on those most at risk.” 
 
Co-author Dr Anthony Khawaja from Moorfields Eye Hospital and UCL 
Institute of Ophthalmology said: “With this new knowledge, we are now 
more able to predict the risk of an individual developing glaucoma. The 
predictive genetic markers could be measured as early as birth, even 
though glaucoma develops later in adulthood. These results help us to 
better understand the previously unknown mechanisms that cause this 
damaging disease.”  
 
The research, which also involved Massachusetts Eye and Ear and 
Harvard Medical School, studied 140,000 patients whose genetic 
profiles were held on the UK Biobank and EPIC-Norfolk databases. 
EPIC-Norfolk was an ageing study into 25,000 people in the county in 
the Nineties. 
 
The researchers compared the DNA scores with eye-pressure readings 
to assess how likely it was that they would develop the condition. 
Elevated pressure in the eye seen in glaucoma is created by the 
continual renewal of fluids within the eye. 
 
Researchers were able to identify 133 genetic variants in the DNA of 
those who had high-pressure readings.    
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8. New procedure to diagnose children’s eye conditions developed 
by Moorfields UAE team 
 
A team at Moorfields Eye Hospital Dubai and Moorfields Eye Hospital 
Abu Dhabi has developed a new procedure to diagnose retinal disorders 
in children. 
 
The procedure (known as oral fundus fluorescein angiography or oral 
FFA) uses a special coloured dye solution mixed into a sweet drink, 
which is then drunk by the child. 
 
An ultra-widefield retinal imaging device then follows the flow of the dye 
into the eye and reveals the circulation of blood in the retina, the light 
sensitive tissue that lines the back of the eye. 
 
Traditionally, the coloured dye would have been injected into the child’s 
vein, which can be painful.  
 
The study is the first undertaken in the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to 
be published by ‘JAMA Ophthalmology’ which ranks among the top 
clinical ophthalmology journals for impact. 
 
Commenting on the innovation, Declan Flanagan, medical director of 
Moorfields NHS Foundation Trust said:  
 
“Retinal disorders are one of the most common causes of sight loss in 
children. It’s so important that we get clear images of the back of the eye 
so we can accurately diagnose conditions to ensure that we offer the 
most appropriate treatment.” 
 
“The study suggests that drink solution technique is effective and it will 
hopefully make hospital visits much more pleasant for our young 
patients as it will reduce the need for painful injections.”   
 
9. First human corneas 3D printed by scientists at Newcastle 
University 
 
The first human corneas have been 3D printed by scientists at 
Newcastle University. 
 
It means the technique could be used in the future to ensure an 
unlimited supply of corneas. 
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As the outermost layer of the human eye, the cornea has an important 
role in focusing vision. Yet there is a significant shortage of corneas 
available to transplant, with 10 million people worldwide requiring 
surgery to prevent corneal blindness as a result of diseases such as 
trachoma, an infectious eye disorder. 
 
In addition, almost 5 million people suffer total blindness due to corneal 
scarring caused by burns, lacerations, abrasion or disease. 
 
The proof-of-concept research, published on 30 May in Experimental 
Eye Research, reports how stem cells (human corneal stromal cells) 
from a healthy donor cornea were mixed together with alginate and 
collagen to create a solution that could be printed, a ‘bio-ink’.  
 
Full information can be found on the Newcastle University website.    
 
10. New report says eye health system is failing patients 
 
A new report from the All Party Parliamentary Group (APPG) on Eye 
Health and Visual Impairment outlines solutions to the current capacity 
issues in eye care services in England. 
 
The APPG conducted an inquiry to identify how capacity in NHS eye 
care services in England can be improved to ensure no one loses their 
sight unnecessarily. On 6 June it released its findings in the report, ‘See 
the light: Improving capacity in NHS eye care in England’. 
 
The inquiry was undertaken into the commissioning and planning of eye 
care services in England because of robust evidence that patients are 
experiencing irreversible sight loss due to capacity issues in eye care. 
The British Ophthalmological Surveillance Unit (BOSU) found that up to 
22 people per month were experiencing permanent and severe visual 
loss due to health service initiated delays. 
 
The report concludes that “the current system is failing patients on a 
grand scale. Services are delaying and cancelling time-critical 
appointments, resulting in some patients not receiving sight saving 
treatment and care when they need it. As a result people are 
experiencing avoidable sight loss, fear, loss of independence and 
impaired well-being”. 
 



Visually Impaired in Camden Newsletter June 2018 
This issue is sponsored by Earth Natural Foods, 200 Kentish Town Road, NW5 2AE Page 9 
 

“Avoidable sight loss is causing devastation to individuals and costing 
the health and social care system billions. The situation is fixable if 
action is taken immediately to deal with current demand and plan for 
future need”.    
 
The report includes 16 recommendations calling on the Secretary of 
State for Health, NHS England, the Department of Health and Social 
Care, local authorities, commissioners, delivery bodies, NHS providers 
and Sustainability and Transformation Partnerships (STPs) to act now 
on eye health. 
 
You can read the report at www.rnib.org.uk/professionals/health-
professionals/appg-eye-capacity. 
 
11. Thomas Pocklington Trust: Access to Psychological Therapies 
for People with Sight Loss and Depression 
 
People with vision impairment have an increased risk of depression, new 
research suggests. Research commissioned by Thomas Pocklington 
Trust and undertaken by South West London and St George’s NHS 
Mental Health Trust and South West London Academic, Health and 
Social Care System found more training for support staff is needed to 
ensure signs of depression are recognised and treatment is accessed. 
 
Key Facts 

 There is a clear association between visual impairment and 
increased risk of depression. 

 National data available from the Health and Social Care 
Information Centre suggests that Improving Access to 
Psychological Therapies (IAPT) programme services are recruiting 
very small numbers of people with visual impairment for the 
treatment of common mental health problems. 

 Where people with visual impairment have accessed IAPT 
services, on average, they are equally likely to remain in treatment, 
equally likely to engage in routine measurement of progress and 
appear to present with similar levels of severity of depression and 
anxiety as those without visual impairment.  

 Brief training for support staff can promote confidence in identifying 
depression among people with sight loss and in supporting them to 
access treatment. 

 
How can this research help? 

http://www.rnib.org.uk/professionals/health-professionals/appg-eye-capacity
http://www.rnib.org.uk/professionals/health-professionals/appg-eye-capacity
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The research identified the need for IAPT services to improve their 
recording of disability data and more specifically data regarding visual 
impairment as a disability. It also identified the need for extensive 
training for peer, professional and lay individuals who support people 
with sight loss to improve recognition of depression and enhance a 
facilitated pathway to psychological treatments. 
 
12. Dog owners urged to ‘Take the Lead’ 
 
Guide Dogs has called for urgent support from dog owners, as latest 
data reveals an alarming 12 guide dogs are attacked every month on 
average. In nearly 60 per cent of these attacks the aggressor dog was 
off the lead. 
 
In addition to the emotional and physical trauma of an attack, for the dog 
and owner, this serious issue has cost Guide Dogs over £1.3 million 
since 2010 – the equivalent of 90,000 guide dog leads. 
 
Guide Dogs Take the Lead campaign, calls for the public to put their dog 
on a lead when they see a guide dog working. Canine researchers from 
Guide Dogs say this simple action could be key to preventing future 
attacks. 
 
Guide Dogs has campaigned on the issue of dog attacks in the past and 
back in 2014 tougher laws were introduced meaning if your dog attacked 
an assistance dog you could face up to a three-year prison sentence. 
However Guide Dogs feel more need to be done to prevent attacks and 
are now looking to the nation’s dog owners for support.   
 
Guide Dogs researcher, Rachel Moxon, said: “Guide dogs are life-
changing for those living with sight loss, helping their owners live life to 
the full. Attacks on our dogs destroy confidence and can mean a guide 
dog owner once again loses their freedom and independence. Putting 
your dog on a lead when you see a guide dog working, allows you to 
have more control over the situation. Even if you know your dog is well-
behaved, it’s always better to be safe than sorry.” 
 
Attacks on guide dogs can have long-lasting affects for both the dog and 
owner. 
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Mike Brace’s guide dog, Izzy was attacked in London back in June 2016 
and the pair are still dealing with the emotional scars from that day. He 
comments: “Izzy was badly hurt by a dog that sunk its teeth into her 
back. Whilst the physical scars have healed she’s lost a part of herself, 
showing signs of anxiety, which breaks my heart. Each day a bit more of 
her sparkle returns but it all could have been avoided if the owner had 
put their dog on a lead that day.” 
 
13. An end to the sound of silence for electric cars 
 
Electric cars will sound like “falling water” once laws come in to ensure 
they make a noise to alert pedestrians to their approach. 
 
All new electric and hybrid vehicles sold in Europe will be required by 
law to emit a noise from July 2019, while existing vehicles must be fitted 
with a sound-emitting device by 2021. 
 
“White noise” will be the agreed industry standard. An essential 
characteristic of white sound is that the source direction of that sound is 
instantly recognisable. 
 
The law has been welcomed by campaigners.  
 
Research shows that hybrid or electric cars are about 40 per cent more 
likely to hit a pedestrian than a vehicle with a diesel or petrol engine. 
One study suggests that 93 per cent of blind and partially sighted people 
have had trouble with them. 
 
Pause controls to silence a vehicle’s sound emitter will be banned under 
the new directive. 
 
Around 140,000 electric cars are currently being driven on Britain’s 
roads, compared with just 3,500 in 2013. By 2030 the National Grid 
predicts there could be as many as 9 million electric vehicles on Britain’s 
roads.    
 
14. Macular Society launches Technical Support Service 
 
The Macular Society has launched a new IT helpline which can help with 
a number of issues related to computers, mobile phones, Tablets etc. 
 
The details are as follows: 
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 You can get in touch by calling the existing Helpline number on 
0300 3030 111 and selecting option 2, or by visiting the website, 
www.macularsociety.org/TechSupport  or email 
techsupport@macularsociety.org. 

 Solutions within 5 working days 

 Currently Andover-led, supported by 16 remote volunteers 

 Service operated 9am – 5pm, with an out-of-hours referral system 
via the web. 

  
The new Tech Adviser is Chris Wood and he is looking forward to 
hearing from you.  
 
15. Google to launch new Android app 
 
Google has announced it is developing an app it hopes will help blind 
and visually impaired people become more independent. 
 
The web giant said it is working on an Android app called Lookout, which 
gives users auditory cues as they encounter objects, text and people 
around them. 
 
It is designed to be used on a lanyard around your neck, or in your shirt 
pocket, with the camera pointing away from your body. After opening the 
app, and selecting a mode, Lookout processes items of importance in 
your environment and shares information it believes to be relevant, such 
as text from a recipe book, or the location of a toilet, an exit sign, a chair 
or a person nearby.  
 
Lookout delivers spoken notifications and is designed to be used with 
minimal interaction, allowing people to stay engaged with their activity. 
 
Lookout is the latest in a string of smartphone apps that have in recent 
years replaced expensive technologies. It follows in the footsteps of 
Microsoft's successful Seeing AI app, which is currently only available on 
Apple devices (see January and February 2018 newsletters for further 
information).  
 
Lookout operates in four modes based on the user's current activity: 
Home, Work & Play, Scan and Experimental. After selecting a mode, the 
user will be told about objects the app senses around them, such as the 
location of a sofa at home. 
 

http://www.macularsociety.org/TechSupport
mailto:techsupport@macularsociety.org
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The app's Scan feature can also read text, such as a recipe from a 
cookbook, while its Experimental mode allows users to try out features 
which are in development. 
 
The app doesn't require an internet connection to operate and uses 
artificial intelligence (AI) to learn what people are interested in hearing 
about. 
 
It is expected to be available in the Google Play Store later this year. 
 
16. June’s quick quiz 
Q.1. Who founded the monastery on Lindisfarne? 
Q.2. Prosopagnosia is the inability to do what? 
Q.3. Half of England’s medieval stained glass is in what cathedral? 
Q.4. What flock together in a murmuration? 
Q.5. The southern elephant is the largest species of what mammal? 
Q.6. What links Aardvark; laager; meerkat; rondavel; trek; veld? 
Q.7. In antiquity, what were Mons Calpe and Mons Abila? 
Q.8. Which literary couple lived at Casa Guidi, Florence? 
Q.9. Which prehistoric animal also indicates a large tanker? 
Q.10. Which company was established in 1962 by Sam Walton and is 
now the world’s largest company by revenue? 
And the tie-breaker! 
Q.11. What is the most fractured human bone? 
 
The answers are given after ‘…and finally’ 
 
…and finally 
 
Do you know... about the free directory enquiries - 195 service? 
 
Find out how you could use a free directory enquiries service if you are 
blind or partially sighted 
 
The 195 service 
 
If you are unable to read or hold a telephone directory because of your 
sight loss or other disability, you can make use of a free directory 
enquiries service. You can use this service whether or not BT is your 
telephone company. 
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Once you have successfully signed up to the service, all you do is dial 
195 and you can speak to an operator who will find the number you 
require. If you ask to be connected to the number you require, you will 
then be charged for the call you make according to the call package that 
you have with your provider. 
 
How to sign up to the service 
 
You need to fill out a simple application form. Call for free on 0800 587 
0195 to ask for your form. As well as filling out details about yourself, 
you will also need someone like a doctor, nurse or other medical 
practitioner who knows you to countersign the form before you send it 
off. 
 
The answers to June’s quick quiz   
A.1. St. Aidan 
A.2. Recognise faces 
A.3. York Minster 
A.4. Starlings 
A.5. Seal (pinnipeds) 
A.6. Words of Afrikans origin 
A.7. The Pillars of Hercules 
A.8. Robert and Elizabeth Barrett Browning 
A.9. Mammoth 
A.10. Walmart 
And the answer to the tie-breaker! 
A.11. Clavicle 
 
 
Thank you for reading the newsletter. 
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VIC Newsletter supplement: Getting out and about 
 
The National Gallery 
Art Through Words 
Sessions for Blind and Partially Sighted Visitors 
These sessions are held on the last Saturday of the month from 
11.30am to 12.45pm.  
  
Each session begins with a description of the painting and ends with a 
visit to the galleries. 
  
Please meet outside Conference Room 1 (level 1 of the Sainsbury 
Wing). 
 
All sessions are free. Please call 020 7747 2864 or email 
education@ng-london.org.uk to guarantee a place. 
    
The next sessions are on:    
 
Saturday 28 July 
Pintoricchio: ‘Penelope with the Suitors’ (about 1509) 
 
Saturday 25 August 
Vuillard: ‘The Terrace at Vasouy, The Lunch’ (1901, reworked 1935) 
 
Saturday 29 September 
Turner: ‘Calais Pier’ (1803) 
 
The National Gallery, Trafalgar Square, WC2N 5DN 
 
Old Royal Naval College 
Audio-described Painted Hall Ceiling Tour 
Saturday 28 July, 11am 
Saturday 18 August, 11am 
Saturday 22 September, 11am 
Ascend 60 feet and uncover the secrets of Britain’s largest painted 
ceiling. 
 
Painted between 1707 and 1726, the Painted Hall at the Old Royal 
Naval College hides many surprises. Currently undergoing a major 
conservation project, this is an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
experience the drama of this vast baroque masterpiece up close. 

mailto:education@ng-london.org.uk
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Take an hour long tour via a special observation deck and discover the 
painting’s mysteries as they are revealed for the first time in half a 
century. 
 
The tour will be followed by a handling session with tactile objects in the 
Clore Learning Centre. 
 
Tickets are £5 and admit a blind or partially sighted person with a 
companion.   
 
Please meet at the welcome desk in the Painted Hall at 10.45am. 
 
Box office: 020 8269 4799 / access@ornc.org. 
 
Old Royal Naval College, Greenwich, SE10 9NN 
 
InTouch at the RA  
Artist and gallery educators describe the exhibition in front of selected 
artworks, followed by a multi-sensory handling session.  
 
Monday 9 July, 9am – 11am 
The Great Spectacle 
The Great Spectacle tells the story of 250 years of the Summer 
Exhibition, the world’s biggest open-submission exhibition and longest 
running annual display of contemporary art. 
 
Monday 6 August, 9am-11am 
Summer Exhibition 2018 
Join a special audio-described touch tour and art-making workshop in 
response to the RA’s 250th Summer Exhibition. 
  
These events include refreshments, and volunteer support is provided. 
 
These sessions are free but have limited capacity: advance booking is 
required.   
 
Meet at the Learning Desk in the Front Hall. 
 
How to book 
Tickets can be booked online or by contacting the Ticketing Team by 
emailing tickets@royalacademy.org.uk or by calling 020 7300 8090. 

mailto:access@ornc.org
mailto:tickets@royalacademy.org.uk
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Royal Academy, Burlington House, Piccadilly, W1J 0BD 
 
Tate Britain 
Audio description events 

    
 Monday 18 June, 11.00am – 12.15pm 
Aftermath: Art in the Wake of World War One 
Description and discussion of paintings from the new Tate Britain 
exhibition, Aftermath. The chosen paintings  show the effects of warfare 
on young soldiers and how countries such as Germany and Britain tried 
to recover and re-present themselves in the 1920’s. 
 
Free, no booking required. Please meet in the Manton Studio from 
10.30am for refreshments. 
 
Monday 16 July, 11.00am – 12.15pm  
Fire and Ice: comparing two masterpieces by Turner and Constable 
A description of two great masterpieces of 1830: John Constable’s 
Salisbury Cathedral from the Meadows, and JMW Turner’s Caligula’s 
Palace. This is the first time that these two paintings have hung 
alongside each other since they were first ever displayed at the Royal 
Academy in 1830. 
 
Free, no booking required. Please meet in the Manton Studio from 
10.30am for refreshments. 
 
Tate Britain, Millbank, SW1P 4RG 

 

Theatre highlights: audio-described performances 
 
A Monster Calls 
Tuesday 14 August – 7.30pm (Touch Tour time: TBC) 
The Old Vic Theatre 
103 The Cut, SE1 8NB 
Ticket price: From £12 
Bookings: 0844 871 7628 
Patrick Ness’ novel became a bestseller with children and adults alike 
with its dazzling insight into love, loss and healing. 
 
Emilia 
Sunday 25 August – 2pm (Touch Tour: 12 noon) 
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Shakespeare’s Globe 
21 New Globe Walk 
Bankside, SE1 9DT 
Ticket price: £5 - £47 (concessions available) 
Bookings: 020 7902 1409 
In 1611 Emilia Bassano published the first collection of poetry written by 
a woman in England. She may also have been the ‘Dark Lady’ of 
Shakespeare’s sonnets – and the rest of Her Story has been erased by 
History. 
 
The Jungle 
Tuesday 28 August – 7.30pm (Touch Tour time: TBC) 
Playhouse Theatre 
Northumberland Avenue, WC2N 5DE 
Ticket price: From £15 
Bookings: 0800 912 6971 
Stories of loss, fear, community and hope of the Calais refugee camp’s 
creation – and its eventual destruction:  join the residents over freshly 
baked naan and sweet milky chai at the Afghan café and experience 
intense, moving and uplifting encounters.  
 
Othello 
Saturday 1 September – 2pm (Touch Tour: 12 noon)  
Shakespeare’s Globe 
21 New Globe Walk 
Bankside, SE1 9DT 
Ticket price: £5 - £47 (concessions available) 
Bookings: 020 7902 1409 
Othello is a distinguished military leader. She commands respect. But 
not everyone is ready for a leader quite like this one. This fearsome 
study of the caustic power of envy places the classic text in a future not 
too far from now. 
 
Little Shop of Horrors 
Saturday 8 September – 2.15pm (Touch Tour time: TBC) 
Open Air Theatre Regent’s Park  
Inner Circle 
Regent’s Park, NW1 4NU 
Ticket price: £25 
Bookings: 0333 320 2834 
For the misfits of Skid Row, life is full of broken dreams and dead ends. 
But there’s hope on the horizon for flower shop assistant, Seymour, 
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when he discovers a mysterious new plant with killer potential. Will his 
new found fame and fortune win the attention of kind, sweet, delicate 
Audrey? Can he finally break free and be happy ... whatever the 
consequences? 
 
Sylvia 
Tuesday 11 September – 7.30pm (Touch Tour time: (TBC) 
The Old Vic Theatre 
103 The Cut, SE1 8NB 
Ticket price: From £12 
Bookings: 0844 871 7628 
100 years after the first women in Britain were granted the vote; this 
show combines dance, hip, soul and funk to shed new light on a 
remarkable story at the heart of the Suffragette movement. 
  
King Lear 
Wednesday 12 September – 7pm (Touch Tour time: TBC) 
Duke of York’s Theatre 
St Martin’s Lane, WC2N 4BG 
Ticket price: £24.16 - £48.33 (concessions available) 
Bookings: 020 7565 6485 
Shakespeare’s epic tragedy, with a celebrated cast led by Ian McKellen 
as the embittered monarch in a fractured kingdom. 
 
Love’s Labour’s Lost 
Saturday 15 September – 7.45pm (Touch Tour: 5.45pm) 
Sam Wanamaker Playhouse 
Shakespeare’s Globe 
21 New Globe Walk 
Bankside, SE1 9DT 
Ticket price: £5 - £47 (concessions available) 
Bookings: 020 7902 1409 
Self-denial is in fashion at the court of Navarre where the young king 
and three of his courtiers solemnly forswear all pleasures in favour of 
serious study. But when the Princess of France and her entourage 
arrive, it isn’t long before the all-male ‘academe’ has broken every one of 
their self-imposed rules. 
 
The Winter’s Tale 
Sunday 23 September – 1pm (Touch Tour: 11am) 
Shakespeare’s Globe 
21 New Globe Walk 
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Bankside, SE1 9DT 
Ticket price: £5 - £47 (concessions available) 
Bookings: 020 7902 1409 
In a fit of groundless jealousy, Leontes wrecks his marriage, defies the 
gods, destroys his family and ruins himself. As the years roll around, a 
new generation flee their country and take refuge in Syria. 
 
The Importance of Being Earnest 
Wednesday 26 September – 7.30pm (Touch Tour time: TBC)  
Vaudeville Theatre 
Strand, WC2R 0NH 
Ticket price: £19.50 (concessions available) 
Bookings: 0330 333 4814 
This comic masterpiece throws love, logic and language into the air to 
make one of theatre’s most dazzling firework displays.    
 
How to book 
To make a booking, call the number given against the individual show. 
Please ensure that you tell the operator you are booking for an audio-
described performance, so that you qualify for any ticket discounts and 
are allocated an appropriate seat.  
 

 

 


